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Department of Plant Science and Landscape Architecture
“Growing in Excellence”

Dr. William J. Kenworthy, Chair, PSLA

Dear Friends and Colleagues,

The new academic year is underway and it is great to see our students back in
the hallways and classrooms.

We have had several changes in Department personnel. Dr. Harry Swartz re- Student Internships
tired at the end of May after 30 years with the University. We wish Harry well as he
enters retirement and thank him for his service and the many varieties he has contrib-
uted to the raspberry and blackberry industries. We also say good bye to Dr.

Pictured are PSLA
students Clark
DelLong, who interned

Shenglin Chang as she has left our landscape architecture program to take a faculty with the Mt. Cuba
position at Taiwan National University. We extend our best wishes as she takes on Botanical Garden in
new challenges in her homeland. Delaware (above), and
| want to extend a warm welcome to Lisa Siriamnuaypas and Kelly Fleming. _ Sara Zastro, who
Lisa and Kelly are contributing to our landscape architecture instructional program. interned with the Mary-

We are grateful for the experience they bring to our program and we look forward to land @?ﬁiﬁumrzm o

their contributions. We are also fortunate to have Ms. Penny Kriesch from USDA, Mosquito Control Sec-
APHIS join PSLA in a special appointment as faculty Liaison. Penny is working with tion (below).
our Department and assisting in course instruction and development of student in-
ternships, raising career awareness, and facilitating faculty collaborations with APHIS
personnel and programs.

| am excited about the opportunities the new year brings and | look
forward to a productive and successful year. | hope you enjoy learning
about our other activities in this month’s newsletter.

Best Wishes,
Bill

On September 10, 2009, Dean Wei of the College of Agriculture and Natural Re- Inside this Issue:

sources announced the appointment of Dr. William J. Kenworthy as Chair of the Depart-

Message from the 1

ment of Plant Science and Landscape Architecture. Dr. Kenworthy began his tenure at Chair

UM in 1976 as Assistant Professor and was promoted up the ranks to Professor in 1990.

His research in soybean breeding and genetics has resulted in development of new Newest News! 1
varieties and germplasm which have benefited soybean farmers across the region. Dr. Vore N t News! 5
Kenworthy has served as Acting Chair of the our Department since July, 2006 and has ore Newest News:

successfully led the Department through its reorganization and expansion.
Congratulations, Dr. Bill Kenworthy, and thank you. We appreciate your dedication
and commitment to our Department and to our achievement of excellence!
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Looking Ahead... 2

Newest News!..
UM Green Roof Research Program Receives $191,000 Grant!

The Maryland Technology Enterprise Institute’s (Mtech) Maryland Indus-
trial Partnerships Program (MIPS) awarded the grant to a research proposal
submitted by Dr. Andrew Ristvey PI, Dr. Steven Cohan Co-PI, and Dr.
John Lea-Cox Co-PlI and Stancills Inc., manufacturers of SkyGarden green — -
roof media (www.stancills.com/skygarden/). The MIPS funding source was the G’e'fgrf;ﬁy':’l';;}'d"igg"gtthe
Maryland Department of Natural Resources via the EPA and DNR'’s collabora- Penn State University
tive Innovative Technology Fund.

The research proposal is focused on the development of a green roof substrate that is comprised of
local recyclable materials. In addition to fulfilling the horticultural and storm water management require-
ments, the new substrate will reduce the carbon foot print of this primary green roof system component.

The Maryland Industrial Partnerships Program, an initiative of the A. James Clark School of Engi-
neering’s Maryland Technology Enterprise Institute, or Mtech (www.mtech.umd.edu), brings university
innovation to the commercial sector by supporting university-based research projects to help Maryland
companies develop technology-based products. Commercial products benefiting from MIPS projects
have generated more than $16.9 billion in revenue, added jobs to the region, and contributed to suc-
cesses such as Martek Biosciences’ nutritional oils, Hughes Network Systems’ HughesNet™, MedIim-
mune Inc.’s Synagis®, and Black & Decker’s Bullet® Speed Tip Masonry Drill Bit.

PSLA Student Mark Gonzalez Selected as Student Ambassador
for the Green Industry Conference in Louisville, KY Article by Dr. Steven Cohan

Mark Gonzalez, a PSLA junior double majoring in Landscape Management and Horticulture Pro-
duction has been selected as one of eight college students from across the nation to assist in the admini-
stration of the Green Industry Conference sponsored by the Professional Landcare Network (PLANET) to
be held in Louisville, Kentucky at the end this month. This conference is the largest of its kind, attracting
over 10,000 registrants. Mark, along with his college peers, will also be given the opportunity to network
with industry representatives and to attend educational seminars.

Mark is also vice president of the Landscape Management PLANET Student Chapter at UM and co-
captain of the UM Landscape Management Team, which competes each year at the national Student
Career Days competition sponsored by PLANET. Congratulations, Mark, on your achievements! We're
proud to have you represent PSLA!



http://www.mtech.umd.edu
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More Newest News... PSLA Student Interns Article by Dr. Steven Cohan

Forty-eight PSLA students were interning this summer. This is the largest number of interns that the
department has had since the inception of internships into the PSLA curricula. Students interned at a
broad range of institutions and companies, ranging from government agencies, NASA, USDA, National
Arboretum, and APHIS, landscape management and design/build companies, landscape architecture
firms, nurseries, municipal planning departments and various agricultural entities. (See photos on page 1.)

Students Attend Fungal Foray at Catskill Mountains, NY Article by Dr. Priscila Chaverri

Eleven students from Biology of Fungi (PLSC 4890), 3 mycology graduate
students (C. Herrera, S. Linares, C. Salgado), and one post-doc (Dr. Y.
Hirooka) participated in the annual C.H. Peck Fungal Foray. This year the
foray took place in the Catskill Mountains (Huguenot, NY), September 25-27th.
About 80 amateur and professional mycologists and students from the North
East participated. We collected and identified about 200 species of fungi, from
plant pathogens to entomopathogens, to mycorrhizal fungi, and even some
edible mushrooms. Students examined specimens macro- and microscopically. -
This was certainly a great out-of-the-classroom experience that | hope to repeat | PS-A S‘g?‘;ﬂfgffr:'fﬁésamp'es
every year. Catskill Mountains
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Within The Ranks... Research Being Done on Rubber Tree Disease Labeled by United Nations

As “Potential Biological Weapon of M
Article by Dr. Priscila Chaverri

This summer | strengthened collaborations with a French organization, CIRAD (Centre for International
Cooperation in Agronomic Research and Development). | met with CIRAD scientists in Montpellier in June
2009. We are working on finding biocontrol agents for Hevea (rubber tree) diseases. My approach is to
look for these biocontrol agents in the wild habitat of Hevea in the Amazon basin. The bio-
control agents (or beneficial organisms) might have co-evolved with the tree species to
protect it from diseases. One of the main rubber tree diseases we are trying to control is the
South American Leaf Bight (Microcyclus ulei), which has been labeled by the United Na-
tions as a "potential biological weapon of mass destruction." If it crosses the oceans to Asia
and Africa were most of the rubber is produced, the effects would be devastating for the
economy and social stability of consumer and producing countries. Right now, the disease
is only in the Americas. Ph.D. student Romina Gazis and myself will be working in the field
collecting the biocontrol agents, doing the taxonomy, and some preliminary biocontrol as-
says. The CIRAD collaborators will also be doing experiments in planta in France and French Guiana.

Decagon Virtual Seminar has World -Wide Audience Article by Dr. John Lea-Cox

Dr. John Lea-Cox and Mr. Félix Arguedas (MS candidate) gave an invited webinar, as part of a
visit to Decagon Devices, Inc. (Pullman ,WA) in September. Their presentation was on the wireless sen-
sor network research that they have been doing for the nursery and greenhouse industry, together with Dr.
Andrew Ristvey at the Wye Research and Education Center; Dr. David Ross from Dept. Environmental
Science and Technology; and Dr. George Kantor from the Robotics Institute at Carnegie Mellon University
in Pennsylvania.

This hour long webinar attracted registered attendance from people in 39 countries, at 41 Universities
and from numerous commercial companies around the world. An archive of the webinar can be viewed at

www.decagon.com/johnleacox

Maryland Commodity Classic Article by Dr. Bob Kratochvil

PSLA Chair, Dr. Bill Kenworthy, and PSLA faculty members, Drs. Arv Grybauskas and Bob Kra-
tochvil, spoke at the Maryland Commaodity Classic on July 23, 2009. The “Classic” is an annual event
that brings together grain and soybean farmers across the state for a day-long event that incorporates
both education and celebration. Dr. Kratochvil served as co-chair of the event that featured a morning
wagon tour at the Wye Research and Education Center that highlighted select research projects funded by
the Maryland Grain Producers Utilization Board and the Maryland Soybean Board. It was at this tour that
Drs. Kenworthy and Kratochvil updated over 100 farmers and other interested parties about their research.
In addition, PSLA doctoral student, Patrick Forrestal, addressed the group on his research for developing
a quick fall nitrate soil test as a tool for determining fall nitrogen requirement for small grain production. Dr.
Grybauskas provided a crop disease update as a featured speaker during the Classic’s afternoon program
attended by an estimated 300 people and held at the Queen Anne’s County 4-H Center.
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Looking Ahead..

Saturday, October 10—AGNR Open House , 10:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m,, Central Maryland Research and Education Center,
Clarksville, MD

Sunday October 11—Campus Tree Tour 2009 Tree Planting Event.

Monday, October 12—Visit Maryland Day

Wednesday, October 286—LARC Pumpkin Party

Please let us know your news to share. Contact Susan Burk, sburk@umd.edu, 301-405-6244



http://www.decagon.com/johnleacox

